Mastichari's founding srory




The firSf +har had +he idea in in#abirinq Mastichari, was Anronatkis
_Pogiakis. Early 20 / century he boug#+ ser+lement’s seaside, in a trip he made
in Turlcey. (Turkish were +he firSf and main owners of +he entire area in
Mastichari as well as +he majority of Kos island). He did no+ accomp/is# his
idea unforfunafe/y, due +o personal p/fyc/fo/ogica/ reasons.

Charitos and Gkikas, unlike .Pogialcis /faving managed +0 purc#ase 60 acres of
mainland (where currenf]y +he vi”age is locared) f’rom +heir Turkish owners,
were worl:ing with +he same idea among +he locals in Antimachia bur also
among t+he lralian rulers. T/fey +ook advanfage of’ Liamis Gamvrelis s/fanfy
+har had been +urned into a coffeelfouse at+ +he beggining and larer of

Manolis Gkikas'self made mastic reﬁnery. Mastichari = Masticha’s vi”age)

When on February the & y 1926, +he houses in Antimachia were JeSfroyeJ by a
disastarous earfﬁq'ual'e, +he lralian rulers asked +he vi”agers whether f/fey
wanted their houses +o be repaired or new houses +o be constructed a+ +he new
area of Mastickari. Thar was +he opportunity Gtikas was expecting, and
alf/fougﬁ +he lralians safisfiying Mayors Krassas pressures +o start
reparations of +he existing houses ar Anrimackia, Glikas have starred his
own bui]ding process at Masrichari.

”erefore he brouqlff the Magglides fami/y from Kardamena that flfey were
f’amous stone-builders +o built shanties firSf and small houses af’ferwards.

Over 1926, 18 fami/ies had inkabired in Mastichari and soon +#ey all
discovered +hatr +here wasn’+ 5uf’ficien+ onwers#/p p/an and document+arion dve
to the vaguenes of vnban p/an and insuffinience between Charitos’ and
GkLikas’ 60 acres’ owners#ip.

In 1930, in a very strange way, Charitos and Gkikas +ook +he decision to
distribute t+heir owners#/ps. Instead of a notarial document f#ey vsed +wo (2D
shells. A baby named Vaqqe/io Papou/i, atr the p/ace where is foday Posidon’s
statrve ar +he harbour, +hrew +hem bekind her back . Thus Gkikas rook +he
eastern part, where Chariros +ook +he western. Present ar +he above mentiond
process were every vi//ager of Mastichari who demanded from both, place
enoug# for school and church PUrposes. Charitos stepping 4 rimes back he
shoured : ” From borrom +o +0p be/onqs to the communiry” . (As per our
calcvlatrion +here mus+ have been approximafely 10 acres.)

From +har moment+ and afrerwards every villager was involved on church’ and
school’ construcrion. Wirh +he first stones +hey garhered wirh +heir donkeys,
they set the church’ foundatrion.

”e C#UI'C# )[iad been accomplis#ed THUC'»[i lafer in 1945: CljeHE’l' f#e SECOHJ LUOI'IJ



war. Marerials (e.g. +imber, tiles) +har have been vsed, had been raken af’fer
Mayor's Akindinos Mavros’decision, from best Germans guaro’#ouse at
Te/il:al;aos. Locals have also se+ comirree’s for fundraising, and in +hat way
f#ey have manaqed +0 f’ina/ise +he inner part of +he church, which f#ey

decided to dedicare +o Immacvlare Annunciarion, in greel: "BUAGGELISMOS
TIS THEOTOXOU"

In 1945, +he firSf reacher was Petrov Nikolas (o paidonomos).

In 1946, +he ﬁl‘Sf Vi//age priest was Michalis Avqou/as, who was a marvellous
chanter ar +he church of’ #HOLY TRINITY ar+ Antimachia. Being a nice man
bur poor, and #avinq many children Michalis Avgou/as covldn’+ manage
surviving. ”erefore the Vi”agers +ook over #his survival with money f/fey were
selea-ing in covering his living expenses. A few months later, a/f/fougﬁ +here
were many protests, +he Mefropo/icaf Emmanuil ]{al;aaflfios s#iﬁ-ed him to

+he big church of Sain+ Nikolas ar Kos rown.

On December the 6 '/' 1948 Mastickari have had a new priest: Emmanuil
Neskes +hat had been retired in 1978, Farher Charalambos Saragias (Elias’
faf-#er) rook over until 2010. As he was a builder before, he managed +o build
many c#ape/s ar Mastichari’s surroundinqs. leape/s +har foday offer us
beany and tradition apart from +heir re/igious valve. The current priest +hatr

+ook over faflfer Charalambos is faflfer Nikolaos Gry”is.

Some more statistics :

The Germans f’irsr builr Mastichari’s mole (wooden porf's p/afform) in 1944.
School had been accomplis#ed in 1951 when loannis Fakos was Antimachia’s
Mayor.

The firSf f#rif’r-p/anr had been p/anfed by Georqios Frarzis on +he f’ronr
yard of Anastasios .Papou/is coffee#ouse (lcafenion).

The vi”age +ook i+’s name from the many mastic +rees existing on the
5urroun07ings. Mastichari means +he mastic +rees vi”aqe.

The firSf avthentic resident of Mastichari had been born on Sepf-ember the
g '/' 1928 ans it 5mp/y #appens to be myse/f’ : STAVROS PAPOULIS

This +he story of our Vi”age MASTICHARL +har had been +old by our priest
far#er Emmanvil Neske when he was 80 years old, and | have writ+en on

Sepfember h“é’ fo 1979 LU14‘6’77 /LUC(S .51 yedars Old
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